Soil – Use and Abuse



Name: _____________________________
Part 1: Soil “Services” 

Go to: http://whyfiles.org/199_soil/ (Go to the bottom of the page)
1. List the four “services” soil provides.
Part 2: How we got it wrong

Go to http://whyfiles.org/199_soil/2.html
2. Read about what happened in the Midwestern US, Easter Island and Iceland and complete the chart below.

	
	Midwestern US
	Easter Island
	Iceland

	What was the area like when people got there?
	
	
	

	What did they try to grow?
	
	
	

	What did they do wrong?
	
	
	

	What was the result?
	
	
	


Part 3: Desertification
Go to: http://pubs.usgs.gov/gip/deserts/desertification/
3. What is desertification?

4. What are some things that cause/accelerate desertification?
5. List four remedies that have been tried to stop desertification.

Part 4: The State of Our Soil

Go to: http://whyfiles.org/199_soil/3.html
6. What were some things that increased wheat production during the Green Revolution?
7. Since scientists don’t think we can increase yields any further using the same techniques, what are the two things we need to look at to make more food?

8. Describe what happens when soil is severely eroded.

9. What are monocultures?

10. What are three problems with monocropping?

11. What is “sustainable agriculture”?

12. Complete the chart by describing 4 out of the 6 practices.

	Technique
	Description

	Windbreaks
	

	Cover Crops
	

	Grassed Waterways
	

	Contour Cultivation
	

	Strip Cropping
	

	Conservation Tillage
	


